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1. (VINCE the Name firſt came abroad into the World; ll 
" many have been at a Loſs to know what a Me 
thoaift is: What are the Principles and the Pra. 


rice of thoſe, who are commonly called by chat Name; 7 
and what the diſtinguiſbing Marks of this SE or, vobieh i. 9 
every where poten againſt, | „ "£295, "1+ 


* 


** 5 . . ih, f 


. And it being generally believed, that I was able ̃— I 
1 * the cleareſt Account of theſe Things (as a 
n one of the firſt to whom'that Name was given, ande 


the Perſon by whom the reſt were ſuppoſed to be directed; 


I have been called upon, in all manner of Ways, and with 5 i 
the ut moſt Earneftneſs, ſo to do. I-yield at laſt to the by 


* * 
- 


continued Importunity both of Friends and Enemies 
And do now give the cleareſt Account I can, in the Pre- 12 
ſence of the LoD and Judge of Heaven and Earth, f 
the Principles and Practice whereby thoſe who are called 
Meth. dijis, are diſtinguiſhed from other Men. : Ja 4 , 85 
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e DE 
/ Dilcaſes might be cured by a Specific Method of Diet and 


Exerciſe) or from their obſerving a more regular Method 
of Study and Behaviour, than was uſual with they of 
their Age and 852805. 


4. I ſhould rejoice (6 little ambitious am I to be at 
the Head of any Sect or Party) if the very Name might 
never be mentioned more, but be buried in eternal Obli- 
vie}. But if that cannot be, at leaſt let thoſe who will 
ule it, know the Meaning of the Word they uſe. Let us 
not always be hphting in the Dark. Come, and let us 
look one another in the Face. And perhaps ſome of you 
who hate avhat J. am called, may love what I m (by the 
Grace of Gop :) Or, rather what 7 folk after, if that 
may apprehend that, fer aich alſo 1 am apprehended of 
Enkisr JESUS, PTY 
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I, HE diftaguiſhing Marks of a MeTHODIST ate 

| not, his Opinions of any Sort. His aſſenting to 
this or that Scheme of Religion, his embracing any par- 
ticular Set of Notions, his eſpouſing the Judgment of 
one Man or of another, are all quite wide of the-Point. 
Whoſoever therefore imagines, that a Methodft+ is, A 

| Man of ſuch or ſuch an Opinion, is grolly ignorant of the 
| whole Affair; he miſtakes the Truth totally. We be- 
lieve indeed, 'That all Scripture is given b the Inſpiration fc . 
Goo, and herein we are diſtinguiſhed Com Fews, Turks, 
and [nfidels. 

be the only and ſufficient Rule, both of Chriſtian - Faith. 
and Practice; and herein we are fundamentally diſtin- 
guiſhed from thoſe of the; ongiſh "Church. We believe 


we are diſtigpuiſhed*rom the Socinian and Arians. But 
as to all Opinions which do not ſtrike at the Root of 
Chriſtianity, we think and let think. So that whatſo- 

. ever they are, whether right or wrong, they are no din 
guiſbing Marks of a Methodiſt. : 2 
2. Neither are words or phraſes of any Sort. 


or. uncommon Set of Exprefſions. The moſt obvious 
conveyed, we prefer before others, both on ordinary Oc- 
never therefore willingly or deſignedly deviate from the 


Scripture Truths in Scripture Words, (which, we per- 


to uſe any particular Expreſſions of Scripture, more fre- 


. _, that it is as groſs an Error, to place the Marks of a Me- 
| bB! in his Wards, as in Opinions of a Sort. * 


: 


_ 


au, or Uſages,-of an ind:/erent Nature. Our Religigg 


* 


The ChARACTER of & METHODIST. * + | 


We believe the written Word of GOD to 


CHR15T to be the Etetnaf Supreme Gon; and hereia 


8 


We do <> - 
not place our Religion, or ary part of it, in be ing a. 
tached to any peculiar Mode of Speaking, any-quarnt.: 


eaſy, common Words, wherein' bur Meaning can be | 
caſions, and when we ſpeak of the Things of God.” We 
moiſt uſual Way of Speaking; unleſs when we express; 
ſume no Chriſtian will condemo.) Neither do we affeck | 

2 than others, unleſs they are ſuch as are more — i 


requently uſed by the inſpired Writers themſelves. So” 


3. Nor do we deſire to be diſtinguiſhed by A&tons, G 
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fix the Mark of a Meshodiſt here; in any Actions or Cuſtoms 


lis. oak 
does not lie in doing what Gop bas not enjoin'd, or 
abſtaining from what he hath not forbidden. It does 
not lie in the Form of our Apparel, in the Poflure of 
our Body, or the covering of our Heads; nor yet ab- 
ſtaining from Marriage, nor from Meats and Drinks, 
which are all geod if received with Thankſgiving. There- 
fore neither will any Man who knows whereof he affirme, 


purely indifferent, undetermined by the Mord of Gop. 
4. Nor, laſtly, is he to be diflinguifhed by laying the 


whole Streſs of Religion on any ſingle Part of it. If you 


ſay, Ves, he is; for he thinks ae are /aved by Faith alone:” 
J anſwer, you do not underſtand the Terms. By Sal- 


Vuation he means, Holineſs of Heart and Life. And this 


he affirms to ſpring from True Fairy ALONE. Can 


even a nominal Chriſtian deny it ? Is this placing a Part 


of Religion for the Whole? Do we then make void the 
Law thro' Faith? Gop fortid! Yea we eftabliſh the Law, 


We do not place the Wholeof Religion (as too many do, 
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Gop knoweth) either in doing no Harm, r in doing 
Good, or in uſing the Ordinances of Gop, No, nor in 
all of them together; wherein we know by Experience a 
Man may labour many Years, and at the End have no 


True Religion at all, no more than he bad at the Begin- 


ning. Mach leſs id any one of theſe; or, it may be in 
a-Scrap of one of them: Like her who fancies herſelf a 


airiuons Woman, only becauſe ſhe is not a Proſtitute; or 
bim who dieams he 15 an Vene, Man, merely becauſe he 
does not rob or ſteal. May the Loxp Gop of my Fa- 
thers preferve me, from ſuch a poor, ſtatved Religion as 
tbis! Were this the Mark of a Mesbodiſt, I would ſooner 
chuſe to be a fincere Jew, Turk, or Pagan. 

8. What then is the Mari? Who is a Methodift ace 


eording to your. own Account?“ I anſwer : A Methodiſt is 


one, who has the Lewe of Gop ſhed abroad in his Heart, by 


the Hely Ghoſt given unte him One who {ves the LORD 
hiiGop un- all bis Heart, and with all his Soul, ana auth 


at bet Mind, and wth ill hi, Strength. Gop is the Joy of 

his Heart, and the Defire ot his Soul 3 which is cenhtants,, 7 

y-Cryinp Gut. When hawe 1 in Eeaven but Thee, and 

hero ts none upon Earth that I Gefare beide I hee ! My Gop | 

anc my All Thou art che Strength of my * wy | 
| He. 


my Portion for ever!“ 
5 a 
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6. He is therefore N in Gov; yea always happy 


as having io him @ M Mater, ſpringing up into ever- 


laſting Life, and overflowing bis Soul with Peace and Jey. 


Perfect Love having now caſt out Fear, he rejoices ewer- 
more. He rejoices in the LORD aways, even in Gon his 


Saviour: And in the Father, /hbrough our LoRD JESUS 
CHnrIsT, by whom he hath now” received the Atonement. 


Having found Redemption thro* his. Blood, the* Forgiveneſs of 
bis Sins, he cannot but rejoice, whenever he looks back 
on the horrible Pit out of which he is delivered, when 

he ſees all his Tranſgreſſions blotted out as a Cloud, and his 


Iniquities as a thick Cloud. He cannot but rejoice, when- 


ever he looks on the State wherein - he now ie, being - 
 Fuftified freely, and having Peace with GOD, through aur 


Lob Jesus CanrisT. Por he that believeth Hand the” 


Witneſs of this in himjelf : Being now the Son of Goth by 
Faith; becauſe he is a Son, Go hath ſent forib the Spirit 


of his Low! into; bis Heart, crying out, Abba Rather, ! And 


the Spirit it/elf beareth Witneſs with his Spirit, that he i: 


a Childgagf Gov. He rejoiceth alſo, whenever he looks 


forwa in Hope of the Glory that fhail be revealed :+ Ven, 
-this his Joy i is full, and all his Bones cry out, Bla l. 
-the Gop-and Farber of our LoRD JEsUs CHRIST, who, 
according to his abundant Mercy hath begotten me a, 
alixing Hope 
and that fadeth not away, rejerved in Heaven fer me. 


of an Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled: 


7. And he who hath this Hape, thus fall of lmmorta- 
lity, in e very Thing giveth Thanks As knowing that Hh. 
(whatſoever it is) zs the Will of GoD ia CHRIST Jzsvs 
concerning him. From him therefore he cheas fully re- 


ceives all, ſaying, Goad is ibe Mall f the Lord ; And 
whether the Lord giveth or taketh away, equally 
bling the Name of the Lox pd. For he hath earned i 
. what/oever State he is, therzwith'to be content. He know- 


eth both how to be abaſed, and how to abound; Every where 


and in al Things be is infiructed," both to be: Full and to be 


. kungry, both to abound and ſuffer Need, Whether in Eaſe pr 
Pain, whether in Sicknets or Health, Whether in Life 
or Death, he giveth thanks from the Ground of the 


Heart to Him, who orders it for Good: Knawivg that 
Aas every Good Gift cometh rom above, ſo none but Gaod* 
» <Gan come from the Father of Lights, into whoſe Hands 


he has wholly committed his Body and Soul, as into the 
Hands of a faithful Creator. He is therefore careful 
(anxiouſly or uneaſily careful) for nothing : As having 
caſt all his Care on Him that careth for him, and in ail 
T hings reſting on Him, after making his Requeſt known 'to 
him with Tant giving. f Ho r 
8. For indeed he frays without ceaſing. It is given 
bim always 70 pray and not to faint. Not that he is 


always in the Houſe of Prayer; tho? he neglects no 


Opportunity of being there. Neither is he always on 


his Knees, altho' he often is, or on his Face, before 
the Loxp his Gop. Nor yet is he always crying a- 
loud to Gop, or calling upon him in Words. For 
many times he Spirit maketh. Interceſſion for him with 
' Groans that cannot be uttered : But at all Times the Lan- 
gusge of his Heart is this, „Thou brightneſs of the 

Eternal Glory, unto Thee is my Mouth, tho' with- 
cout a Voice, and my filence ſpeaketh unto Thee.” And 
this is true Prayer, The lifting up the Heart to Gop. 
This is the Eſſence of Prayer, and this alon 
.Heart is ever lifted up to Gop, at all Times 
Places. In this he is never hindered, much leſs inter- 
rupied by any Perſon or I bing. In Retirement, or 
Company, in Leiſure, Bufineſs or Converſation, his 
-— CHeart is ever with the LoR Dp. Whether he lie down or 


But his 
in all 


riſe up. Gop t in all his I Hong ht; he walks with Gop 


- »continually, having che loving Eye of his Mind ſtill fix'd 
upon Him, and every where /eeing Him that is inviſible. 


And while he thus always exerciſes his Love to 


- God, by Praying without ceaſing, Rejoicing evermore 
and in every thing giving Thanks, this Commandment 


is written in his Heart, that he who loveth Gop, love 


+ his. Brother alſo. And he accordingly loves his Neigh- 
> bour as bimſelf; be loves every Man as his own Soul. 
His Heart is full of Love to all Mankind, to every Child 


of the Father of the Spirits of all Fl, That a Man is 


not perſonally known to him, is no Bar to his Love: No, 
nor that he is known to be ſuch as he approves not, 
that he repays Hatred for his Gocd will. For he lowes 
* bis Enemies, yea and the Enemies of Gob.; the Evil 
and the Unthanifil, And if it be not in his Power to 


da 


- ſtill defpirefully uſe him and perſecute him. 


| Ing : So that he forbears and forgive, if le had a Quarrel 


tte whole is Light ; as when the bright ſhining of a Ca 
doth enlighten the Houſe. God then reigns alone, N 


offend in One Point ; but bas in all Points, à Can/aizce- 3 


ever Gop has forbidden, he avoids; Whatever GG Sp 
hath enjoined, he doth ; and that whether it be little 


1 9 
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do Good to them that hate him, yet he , ceaſes not te 
pray for them, tho? they continue to ſpurn his Love, and 

10. For he is Pure in Heart. The Love of Gon has 
purified his Heart from all revengeful Paſſions, from 
Envy, Malice, and Wrath, from every unkind Tem- 
per or malign Affection. It hath cleanſed him from 
Pride and Houghtineſs of Spirit, whereof alone cometh 
Contention. And he hath now put on Bowels of Mercies, 
Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffer- 


againſt auy; even as Ged in Chriſt hath forgiven him. And 
Indeed all poſſible Ground for Contention, on his Part, 
is utterly cut off, For none can take from him what he 
deſires; ſeeing he /owes not the World, nor any of the Things 
of the World ; being now crucified ta the World, and the 
World crucified to him; being dead to all that is in tige 
World, both to the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luftof the Eye, , 1% 
and the . of Life. For all bis Deſire is unto Gop, ang 

to the embrance of his Name. TA 

11. Agreeable to this his One Deſire, is the One 
Deſign of his Life, namely, not to do his own Will, dae 
the Will of Him that ſent him, His one Intention at all 

Times and in all Things is, Not to pleaſe himſelf, bug” 8 
Him whom his Soul loveth. He has a fingle Eye. AAk 
becauſe his Eye is fingle, his whale Body is full of Light. 8 
Indeed where the loving Eye of the Soul is continually © 8 
fix d upon Gop, there can be no Darknels at all, % Me 


that is in the Soul is Holineſs to the Lox Dp. There is 
not a Motion in his Heart, but is according to his Will. 
Every Thought that ariſes points to Him, and is in Obe- 
dience to the Law of CHRIST. . 3 
12. And the Tree is known by its Fruits. For as he 
loves Gop, ſo he keeps his Commandments: Not only ß 
Some, or Moſt of them, but All, from the Leaſt to the 
Greateſt. He is not content to lep the whole Lat, a 


void of Offence, towards God and towards Man Whpat- 7 75 77 


1 


* 
_ _ 


e | 
or great, hard or eaſy, joyous or grievous to the Fleſh, 
He runs t be ways of God's Commandments, now He 
hath ſet bis Heart at Liberty. It is his Glory ſo to do; 
it is his daily» Crown of Rejoicing. To do the Will of 
Gop on Earth, as it is done in Heaven; knowing it 
is the bigheſt Privilege of the Angels of Gob, of tho/e 


that excel in Strength, To fulfil bis Commandments and hearken 


to the Voice of his Word. 


13. All the Commandments of God he accordingly 
keeps, and that with all his Mig't. For his Obedi- 


ence is in Proportion to his Love, the Source from 
whence it flows. And therefore, loving God with all 


his Heart, he ſerves Him with all his Strength, He 
continually preſents his Soul and Body, a living Sa- 


erifice, holy, acceptable to Gop; entirely and with- 


out Reſerve devoting himſelf, all he has, and all he is, 
to bis Glory. All the Talents he has received, he 
conſtantly employs, according to his Mafter's Will; 


every Power and Faculty of his Soul, evg Member 
of his Body. Once he yielded them unto Jin and the 
Devil, as Infiruments of Unrighteoujneſs : But now, being 


ala from the Dead, he yields them all, as Inſtruments of 
Nis blieonſneſn unto GOD. 

ig. By Conſequence, whatſoever he doth, it is all 
do the Glory of Gop. In all his Employments of every 
being, be not only aims at this, (which is implied in 
* . having a Single Eye) but actually azrains it, His Bu- 


= -  Kheſs and Refreſhments, as well as his Prayers, all ſerve 
d this great End. Whether he fit in his Houſe or 
= Walk by the Way, whether he lie down or rife up, he 


4s promoting in all he ſpeaks or does, the One Buſineſs 
of his Life: whether he put on his Apparel, or labour, 
Or eat and drink, or divert himſelf from too waſting 
Labour, it all tends to advance the Glory of God, by 


* Peace and Good-will among Men. His one invaria- 
ble Rule is this, Fhatſcever ye do in Word or Deed, do it 
al in the Name of the Logy JESUS, giving Thank, 10 
Sed and the Father ly bim. | 3 
* "15. Nor do the Cuſtoms of the World at all hinder 
huis running the Race that is jet before bim. He knows, 
that Vice does not loſe its Nature, though it becomes 
Ee | | | 


— 


- 


7 


nnn . 
3 * 


ever ſo faſhionable; and remembers, That &very Mas 
is to give an Account of himſelf io Gov. He cannot 
therefore, even follow a Multitude to do Evil. He can- 
not fare ſumptucuſiy every Day, or make Proviſion for the 
Fleſp to fulfil the Lufts thereof. He cannot lay up Treaſures 
upon Eqrth, no more than he can take Fire into his 
Boſom. He cannot adorn bimſelf (on any Pretence)-with 
gold or coftly apparel, he cannot join in, or countenance - - _ 
any Diveriion, which has the leait Tendency to Vice. 
of any kind. He cannot ſpeak Evil of his Neighbour, 
no more than he can lie, either for God or Man. He 
cannot utter an unkind Word of any one; for Love 
keeps the Door of his Lips. He cannot ſpeak idle Wordss 
No corrupt Communication ever comes out of his Mouth, as 0 
is all that wwhich is not good, 79 the Uſe of Edifying, not —4 
tit to miniſter Grace to the Hearers, But whatſoever Things 
are pure, whatſover Things are lovely, whatſover Things - 
are juſtly of good Report, he thinks and ſpeaks, and act. 
adorning i Gef our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in all Things, * 
«| ' 16. Laftly, as he has Time, he Good unto all Meng 
| unto Neighbours and Strangers, Friends and Enemies, 
And that in every poflible kind; not only to theie © - 
Bodies, by feeding the Hungry, cloathing the Naked, uf f 1 
ing thoſe that are Sick or in Priſon ; but much more does 
he Labour to do Good to their Souls, as of the Abit x 


9 


PY 


„Which God giveth: To awaken thoſe that ſleepin 
Death: to bring thoſe who are awakened to the atans 
ing Blood, that beiug juſtified by Faith, they may have i 
Peace with Gop, and to provoke thoſe who have Peace 

with God, to abound more in Love and in good Work. 
And he is willing to ſpend and be /pent herein, even to j 
offered up on the Sacrifice and Service of their Faith, ſo the 
may all come unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Full? 
of CarIsT.| Wo | n 
17. Theſe are the Principles and Pracbices of Nn 9 
theſe ate the Marks of a true Metbadiſt. By theleatone 3 
do thoſe who are in Derifion ſo called, defire to be 
diſtinguiſhed from other Men. If any Man fay, **Why 2 
theſe are only the Common, Fundamental Principles 
of Chriſtianity !” Thou haſt /aid So I mean; this - 
the very Truth; I know they are no other z and 1! 
wou'd to Gop both thou and all Men ing = 
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Chriſtians, of 
earneſtly. deſire not to be diſtinguiſhed at all: Not from 


and all who follow my Judgment, do vehemently. re- 
fuſe to be diſtinguiſhed from other Men, by any but 
the common Principles of Chriſtianity. The Plain, 

Id Chriſtianity that I teach, renous eing and deteſt- 
ing all other Marks of Diſtinction. And: -whoſoever 75. 


Names change not the Nature of Things) he is a 
Chriſtian, not in Name only, but in Heart and in Li. 
He is inwardly and otwardly conformed to the Will of 
Gop, as revealed in the written Word. He thinks, 


ſpeaks, and lives according to the Method laid down in 


e Revelation of IESUS CUKIsT. His Soul is renewed 


after the Image of God, in Righteouſneſs and in all 


true Holineſs. And having the Mind that was EULA” 
he ſo walks as CHRIST allo waiked. 
18. By theſe Marks, by theſe Fruits of a living Faith, 


do we labour to di/ingui/b ourſelves from the anbatien.. 


ing World, from all thoſe whoſe Minds or Lives are. 
not according to the Goſpel of CHRIST. But Nom Real 
whatſoever Denomination they be, we 


any, who ſincerely follow after what they know they, 


uf have not yet (attained, No: whoſoever doth the Will 
75 Hof my Father er is in ee the fame; e Bro- 


chien, 


among bre. Is = 45 Heart right, as my Heart is 
With thine ? I aſk no farth& Queſtion. If it be, give, 
ane thy: Hand. For Opinions, or Terms, let us not de- 


. 1 roy che Work of God. Doſt thou love and ſe ve Gop ? 
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it is enough. I give thee the Right-Hand of Fellowſhip. 
If there be any Conſolation in Chaisr, if any Comfort 
of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels 

aud Mercies: Let us ſtrive together for the Faith of the 


2 & 5 - Scpel; walking worthy of the Vocation wherewith we 


are called; with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with Long- 
ſuffering, fotbearing one another in Love, endeavouring 
to keep the Unity of che Spitit, in the Bond of Peace: 


what I preach (let bim be called What che will; for | 


Remembring, there is one Body and one Spirit, Sen 


as we are called with one Hope of our Calling: On- 
Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm ; One God aud Father 2 
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